
EDUCATION  
REQUIREMENTS

COLLEGE EDUCATION & TRAINING REQUIRED COMPETENCIES  
TO SUPPORT DUAL LANGUAGE LEARNERS

WORK & PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE 
WITH DUAL LANGUAGE LEARNERS

LEVEL

5
LEVEL

4
ECE Credential  
Level 4 or higher

Must meet all previous level competencies plus:
Human Growth and Development (HGD8)
Observation and Assessment (OA5, OA6, OA7, OA8)
Curriculum or Program Design (CPD5, CPD6, CPD7, CPD8)
Interactions, Relationships, and Environments (IRE7, IRE8)
Family and Community Relationships (FCR7, FCR8, FCR9)
Personal and Professional Development (PPD4, PPD5, PPD6)

50 total hours of supervised experience 
with dual language learners and  
their families
or
900 total hours of documented dual  
language learners work experience

LEVEL

3
ECE Credential  
Level 3 or higher

Must meet all previous level competencies plus:
Human Growth and Development (HGD5, HGD6, HGD7)
Observation and Assessment (OA3, OA4)
Curriculum or Program Design (CPD2, CPD3, CPD4)
Interactions, Relationships, and Environments (IRE4, IRE5, IRE6)
Family and Community Relationships (FCR5, FCR6)
Personal and Professional Development (PPD2, PPD3)

10 hours of supervised experience  
with dual language learners and  
their families
or
450 total hours of documented dual  
language learners work experience

LEVEL

2
ECE Credential  
Level 2 or higher

Must meet all previous level competencies plus:
Human Growth and Development (HGD1, HGD2, HGD3, HGD4)
Health, Safety, and Well-Being (HSW1, HSW2, HSW3)
Observation and Assessment (OA1, OA2)
Curriculum or Program Design (CPD1)
Interactions, Relationships, and Environments (IRE1, IRE2, IRE3)
Family and Community Relationships (FCR1, FCR2, FCR3, FCR4)
Personal and Professional Development (PPD1)

5 hours of observation with dual  
language learners and their families
or
200 hours of documented dual  
language learners work experience
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ISBE ESL or Bilingual Endorsement Standards ISBE ESL or Bilingual Endorsement
Requires - 100 clock hours

Professional Educators 
License (ECE Credential 
Level 5 or higher)

LEVEL 4

LEVEL 3

LEVEL 2

LEVEL 5

Up to 18 competencies may be documented through credential approved training for Levels 2–4

A Professional Educator License with endorsement in ESL and/or Bilingual Education meets these requirements
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