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Welcome and Review of the Minutes 

• PDAC Leadership 
o Marsha Hawley was recognized for her leadership in PDAC, including as PDAC Tri-Chair.  Marsha 

will be stepping down as PDAC Tri-Chair after the meeting.  Marsha will transition to a Tri-Chair of 
the PDAC Higher Education Committee.  

o Shauna Ejeh was welcomed as the new PDAC Tri-Chair.  
 

• September 7, 2022 
o Minutes were accepted by silence from the attendees. 

 
Recommendation from Financial Supports Committee (Attached) 

• RECOMMENDATION: The Financial Supports and Qualifications and Credentials Committees jointly 
recommend the Gateways English as a Second Language/Bilingual (ESL/B) Credential be added to the 
Great START Wage Supplement Scale.   

 

• RATIONALE:  We value and elevate Credentials that allow us to more effectively serve the diverse children 
and families in Illinois.  We have developed Credentials over time that are not reflected in the financial 
incentive programs i.e. Great START.  Adding the ESL/B Credential to the Great START scale allows us to 
offer an incentive and honor providers who earn this credential for their knowledge and skills.  This ESL/B 
Credential promotes culturally and linguistically responsive education and care and enables effective 
communication with families.   
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This aligns with the equity focus of the strategic plan of PDAC and the goals of the Financial Supports 
Committee addressing Goal 2 and Goal 5 (build out financial incentives for Illinois early childhood 
workforce and create a suggested pay differential for multi-lingual workforce).   

o The recommendation was approved. 
 
 
Celebrations 

• Celebration Highlights 
o In June of 2022, the Illinois Department of Human Services waived all credential fees. 
o Currently 106,619 people are active Gateways to Opportunity Registry Members. 
o 4,178 Gateways Credentials have been awarded since November 2020. 
o More than 7,000 practitioners have received a Gateways to Opportunity Scholarship.  
o 213 Illinois Trainers Network Trainings were held, reaching 2,620 individuals.  
o 119 Illinois high schools offer the Gateways ECE Credential Level 1 curriculum. 
o 100% of Illinois Higher Education Institutions that offer an ECE program are entitled for one or 

more Gateways Credentials.  
o Strengthen and Grow Child Care Grants provided stable funding to more than 3,200 ECE programs 

each quarter. 
o 130 faculty, state representatives, higher education administrators and others virtually attended 

the Gateways to Opportunity Higher Education Forum in April 2021. 
 

• Highlights From the Breakout Sessions 
o Would like to see data coming out of the pandemic (are numbers going up in areas we want to 

see growth, or will data show areas of decrease /concern such as retention)? 
o Using information on the number of schools that offer the ECE Level 1, what is the percentage of 

schools and what type of counseling is offered to the students including the Gateways 
Scholarship. 

o Proud and surprised at the number of people in the Registry.  Conversation on how to work to 
have the state licensed Pre-K in Illinois be a part of the Registry. 

o Each year more than 2,000 Illinois high school students join the Registry, need to encourage these 
students to continue on the path of a career in ECE. 

o Conversation if more advocacy is warranted, is more GreatSTART funding needed to cover 
requests.  There is a need to continue to keep practitioners/students informed of the availability.  

o Can data be aggregated even more by program, by race, and ethnicity etc.? 
o i-learning is a great resource, reminder to continue to encourage its use as an accessible tool for 

the field.  
o Would like a breakdown of those being awarded a credential by location, ethnicity, race etc., as 

the barrier of the credential fee has been removed.  
 
Reports  

• Illinois Board of Higher Education  
o More than 2,200 applications have been received for the scholarship.  
o Applications are still being accepted. 
o Navigators continue to recruit learners and connect them to the higher education mentors. 
o Will produce a report in Spring of 2023 detailing the work and data.  

• Illinois Department of Human Services  
o Recommendations continue to be reviewed by IDHS staff. 
o IDHS is working on a new strategic plan for 2023 and will be shared with you at future PDAC 

meetings. 
o IDHS has released a new logo – used on the agenda. 
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o The Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) policy manual is located at IDHS: Child Care Assistance 
Program (CCAP) Policy Manual (state.il.us)    

• Illinois Community College Board  
o Scholarship continues to have funding.  Encourage learners to apply as funding continues through 

June 2024. 
o The Advisory Council meetings have been set: 

▪ February 21, 2023 - May 23, 2023 – August 22, 2023 – November 8, 2023. 
o Higher Education Institutions continue to hire mentors to support learners who were referred the 

institution by the navigators.  
o A focus for 2023 will be on course sharing for higher education institutions.  

• Illinois State Board of Education  
o Early Childhood Professional Learning is hosting monthly forums regarding PFA and PFAE 

administrators.  The first forum covered the compliance check lists and budget topics, the next 
forum will cover the Pyramid Model.   

 
Adjourn   

   

                                                                    
        

Next PDAC Meeting:  June 7, 2023 

 

 

  

https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=9877
https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=9877
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