
SMART START WORKFORCE GRANTS FISCAL YEAR 2026 (2025-2026)
Summary of Grant Round 2 (October – December 2025)

Applications Received

330
Renewals Funded

3,424
Programs Funded

3,716
Amount Funded

$47.41M
 New Application Status

Eligible 292

Ineligible 38

 New Applications by Program Type

29

Group Family 
Child Care

95
Centers

206

Family 
Child Care

Programs Authorized for Funding

3,716
Programs 
Funded

Group Family Child Care
388

Family Child Care
2,097

Centers
1,231

Amount of Payments Authorized

$47.41M
Awarded

Group Family Child Care
$2.03M

Family Child Care
$6.71M

Centers
$38.67M

12/03/2025

https://www.ilgateways.com/smart-start/smart-start-workforce-grants
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