
Apprenticeship Minimum Salary Scale | Chicago Metro

Position
Credential 

Level/Degree 
Attainment

Target Hourly Target Salary Annualized (12 mo.) Notes

Teacher

Bachelors + PEL $61,000 Min salary set at parity with K-12 
(12-month, BA teacher)

Bachelors + ECE 
Level 5 $26.50 $55,120 Min salary set at 20% above AA

Associates + ECE 
Level 4 $22.25 $46,280 Min salary set at 15% above Level 

1

ECE Level 2 or 3 $20.75 $43,160 Min salary set at 7.5% increment 
above Level 1

DCFS minimum/ECE 
Level 1 $19.25 $40,040 $1.25 pay differential between 

Teacher/Ass. Teacher

Assistant 
Teacher

Associates + ECE 
Level 4 $20.75 $43,160 Min salary set at 15% above Level 

1

ECE Level 2 or 3 $19.25 $40,040 Min salary set at 7.5% increment 
above Level 1

DCFS minimum/ECE 
Level 1 $18.00 $37,440

Min salary set at 20% above 
Chicago’s minimum wage or 10% 
above Chicago’s living wage
Approximate $5/hour increase from 
current average wage

Pay increases for additional credentials include ESL/Bi-lingual Endorsement: $1.00 increase; Infant/Toddler Credential: $0.50 increase



Apprenticeship Salary Scale | Balance of the State

Position
Credential 

Level/Degree 
Attainment

Target Hourly Target Salary Annualized (12 mo.) Notes

Teacher

Bachelors + PEL $49,522 Min salary set at parity with K-12 
(12-month, BA teacher)

Bachelors + ECE 
Level 5 $22.75 $47,320 Min salary set at 20% above AA

Associates + ECE 
Level 4 $19.00 $39,520 Min salary set at 10% above Level 

1

ECE Level 2 or 3 $18.00 $37,674 Min salary set at 5% increment 
above Level 1

DCFS minimum/ECE 
Level 1 $17.25 $35,880 $1.25 pay differential between 

Teacher/Ass. Teacher

Assistant 
Teacher

Associates + ECE 
Level 4 $17.50 $36,608 Min salary set at 10% above Level 

1

ECE Level 2 or 3 $16.75 $34,944 Min salary set at 5% increment 
above Level 1

DCFS minimum/ECE 
Level 1 $16.00 $33,280

Min salary set at ~35% above IL 
minimum wage or ~23% above the 
Balance of the State’s living wage
Approximate $5/hour increase from 
current average wage

Pay increases for additional credentials include ESL/Bi-lingual Endorsement: $1.00 increase; Infant/Toddler Credential: $0.50 increase
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